SCIENCE IN SOCIETY 

Objective

With a view to building an effective and democratic European Knowledge society, the aim is to stimulate the harmonious integration of scientific and technological endeavour, and associated research policies in the European social web, by encouraging at European scale reflection and debate on science and technology, and their relation with society and culture. 

Rationale

The influence of science and technology on our daily lives becomes increasingly profound. Products of the social activity and shaped by social and cultural factors, science and technology nevertheless remain a remote domain far from the daily concerns of a large part of the public and of policy decision makers, and continues to be the subject of misunderstandings and unfounded hopes and fears. Contentious issues relating to emerging technologies should be addressed by society on the basis of well informed debate leading to sound choices and decisions. 

Activities 

The substantial and integrated initiative activities undertaken in this field will comprise support to: 

· Strengthening and improvement of the European science system, including: questions of scientific advice and expertise; the future of scientific publications; safeguards for scientific domains open to misuse; and frauds, trust and “self regulation”. 

· Broader engagement of researchers and the public at large, including organised civil society, on science-related questions, to anticipate and clarify political and societal issues related to science, including ethical issues, while strengthening the European science system, including the following issues: scientific advice and expertise; scientific publications; trust and “self regulation” as well as .
· Reflection and debate specific research on science and technology and their place in the European society, drawing on history, sociology and philosophy of science and technology.
· Gender research, including the integration of the gender dimension in all areas of research and the role of women in research.

· Creation of an environment which triggers curiosity for science in young people, by reinforcing science education at all levels including schools and promoting interest and participation in science among young people.

· Actions in favour of reinforcing Development of a policy on the role of universityies based research in order and the engagement of universities in the necessary reforms to face the challenges of globalisation.

· Improved communication between the scientific world and the wider audience of policy-makers, the media and the general public, by helping scientists better communicate their work and by supporting scientific information and media.

These activities will take the form of, in particular, targeted research projects, studies, networking and exchanges, public events and initiatives, prizes, surveys and data collection. In many cases they will imply international partnerships with organisations from third countries.

ACTIVITIES OF INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION

To become competitive and play a leading role at world level, the European Community needs a strong and coherent international science and technology policy. 

This international policy has two interdependent objectives:

· To support European competitiveness through strategic partnerships with third countries in selected fields of science and by engaging the best third country scientists to work in and with Europe;

· To address specific problems that third countries face or that have a global character, on the basis of mutual interest and mutual benefit.

Cooperation with third countries in the Framework Programme will be targeted in particular at the following groups of countries:

· Candidate countries;

· -Countries neighbouring the EU, Mediterranean partner countries, Western Balkans and the Newly Independent States; Mediterranean partner countries (MPC), Western Balkans countries (WBC)
 as well as the Eastern European and Central Asian countries
 (EECA);

· Developing countries, focusing on their particular needs;

· Emerging economies.

The theme-oriented international cooperation actions are carried out under the “Cooperation” programme. The international actions in the area of human potential are carried under the “People” programme.

· Under the “Capacities” programme, horizontal support actions and measures with a focus other than a specific thematic or interdisciplinary area will be implemented. Efforts will be undertaken to improve the coherence of national activities by supporting the co-ordination of national programmes on international scientific co-operation. The focus will be on bi-regional coordination of S&T Cooperation including priority setting and definition of S&T Cooperation policies
; bilateral S&T coordination platforms for the enhancement and development of S&T Cooperation Partnerships; and supporting the co-ordination of national policies and activities on international S&T co-operation.

The overall coordination of the international cooperation actions under the different programmes of the Framework Programme (as well as with other Community instruments) will be ensured.

�	Other than Candidate countries


�	Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan.


�	With targeted third countries (International Cooperation Partner Countries as defined in the Rules for participation and dissemination).





