ACTIVITIES OF INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION

To become competitive and play a leading role at world level, the European Community needs a strong and coherent international science and technology policy. 

This international policy has two interdependent objectives:

· To support European competitiveness through strategic partnerships with third countries in selected fields of science and by engaging the best third country scientists to work in and with Europe;

· To address specific problems that third countries face or that have a global character, on the basis of mutual interest and mutual benefit.

Cooperation with third countries in the Framework Programme will be targeted in particular at the following groups of countries:

· Candidate countries;

· -Countries neighbouring the EU, Mediterranean partner countries, Western Balkans and the Newly Independent States; Mediterranean partner countries (MPC), Western Balkans countries (WBC)
 as well as the Eastern European and Central Asian countries
 (EECA);

· Developing countries, focusing on their particular needs;

· Emerging economies.

The theme-oriented international cooperation actions are carried out under the “Cooperation” programme. The international actions in the area of human potential are carried under the “People” programme.

· Under the “Capacities” programme, horizontal support actions and measures with a focus other than a specific thematic or interdisciplinary area will be implemented. Efforts will be undertaken to improve the coherence of national activities by supporting the co-ordination of national programmes on international scientific co-operation. The focus will be on bi-regional coordination of S&T Cooperation including priority setting and definition of S&T Cooperation policies
; bilateral S&T coordination platforms for the enhancement and development of S&T Cooperation Partnerships; and supporting the co-ordination of national policies and activities on international S&T co-operation.

The overall coordination of the international cooperation actions under the different programmes of the Framework Programme (as well as with other Community instruments) will be ensured.

�	Other than Candidate countries


�	Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan.


�	With targeted third countries (International Cooperation Partner Countries as defined in the Rules for participation and dissemination).





