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8.
Sociálně-ekonomické a humanitní vědy

Cíl

Důkladné a sdílené pochopení složitých a vzájemně souvisejících sociálně-ekonomických výzev, s nimiž je Evropa konfrontována, jako je růst, zaměstnanost a konkurenceschopnost, sociální soudržnost a udržitelnost, kvalita života a celosvětová vzájemná závislost, zejména s ohledem na poskytnutí zdokonalené znalostní základny pro politiky v dotyčných oblastech. 

Odůvodnění

Evropa má silnou a velmi kvalitní výzkumnou základnu v sociálně-ekonomických vědách a humanitních oborech. Různost přístupů v rámci EU v hospodářské, sociální, politické a kulturní oblasti poskytuje velmi plodnou půdu pro výzkum v těchto oborech na úrovni EU. Ve výzkumu založeném na spolupráci a zaměřeném na evropské sociálně-ekonomické otázky ve zmíněných oblastech spočívá vysoká evropská přidaná hodnota. Za prvé, otázky a dotyčné výzvy mají vysokou prioritu na úrovni EU a jsou řešeny politikami EU. Za druhé, srovnávací výzkum v některých nebo všech zemích EU nabízí obzvláště účinný nástroj, jakož i významné příležitosti k učení ve všech zemích a regionech. 

Za třetí, výzkum na úrovni EU má zvláštní výhody, jelikož je schopen rozvíjet shromažďování údajů z celé Evropy a využívat více hledisek potřebných k pochopení složitých otázek. Konečně bude vývoj skutečně evropské sociálně-ekonomické znalostní základny pro tyto klíčové výzvy podstatným přínosem při podporování společného porozumění v celé Evropské unii, a co je nejdůležitější, ze strany evropských občanů.

Níže jsou uvedeny činnosti, které budou podporovány a od nichž se očekává, že významně přispějí k formulování, provádění, působení a posouzení politiky v širokém spektru oblastí, jako je hospodářská politika, sociální politika, politika vzdělávání a odborné přípravy, podniková politika, politika mezinárodního obchodu, spotřebitelská politika, politika vnějších vztahů, politika spravedlnosti a vnitřních věcí a politika úředních statistik. Navíc budou poskytnuty příležitosti pro řešení vznikajících sociálně-ekonomických výzev, jakož i provádění výzkumu nových nebo nepředvídaných potřeb politiky.

Činnosti:
· Růst, zaměstnanost a konkurenceschopnost ve znalostní společnosti: rozvíjení a integrování výzkumu problémů, které se jich týkají, od inovací, vzdělávání, včetně celoživotního vzdělávání a role znalostí až po vnitrostátní institucionální kontexty. 
· Slučování hospodářských, sociálních a environmentálních cílů v evropskou perspektivu: zaměřením se na pokračující vývoj evropských sociálně-ekonomických modelů a hospodářskou a sociální soudržnost v rozšířené EU, s ohledem na ochranu životního prostředí. 
· Hlavní trendy ve společnosti a jejich důsledky: například demografická změna, včetně stárnutí a migrace; životní styl, práce a rodina, otázky rovnosti žen a mužů a kvality života; trestná činnost; role obchodní činnosti ve společnosti; a rozmanitost populace, vzájemné působení kultur, základní práva a rasismus. 
· Evropa ve světě: pochopení měnícího se vzájemného působení a vzájemné závislosti mezi regiony a jejich důsledky pro dotyčné regiony, zejména Evropu; a řešení vznikajících hrozeb bez narušování lidských práv a svobod. 

· Občan v Evropské unii: v kontextu budoucího rozvoje EU, demokratického „vlastnictví“ a aktivní účasti národů Evropy; efektivní a demokratické vládnutí; a budování společného porozumění a respektování evropských rozdílných a společných prvků v kultuře, institucích, historii a jazycích. 
· Sociálně-ekonomické a vědecké ukazatele: jejich využití v politice, zlepšování stávajících ukazatelů a vývoj nových pro tento účel a pro hodnocení výzkumných programů, včetně ukazatelů založených na úředních statistikách.

· Prognostické činnosti (foresight) v hlavních vědeckých, technických a souvisejících sociálně-ekonomických otázkách, jako je vývoj výzkumných systémů, jakož i budoucí rozvoj v hlavních výzkumných oblastech a vědeckých oborech a napříč jimi. 
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8.
Socio-Economic Sciences and the Humanities

Objective 

Generating an in-depth, shared understanding of complex and interrelated socio-economic challenges Europe is confronted with, such as growth, employment and competitiveness, social cohesion and sustainability, quality of life and global interdependence, in particular with the view of providing an improved knowledge base for policies in the fields concerned. 

Rationale

Europe has a strong and high quality research base in socio-economic sciences and the humanities fields. The diversity of approaches within the EU in the economic, social, political and cultural domains provides a highly fertile ground for research in these fields at EU-level. There is a high European added value in collaborative research addressing European socio-economic issues in the areas mentioned. First, the issues and challenges concerned are of high priority at the EU level and are addressed by EU policies. Second, comparative research across several or all EU countries offers a particularly effective tool as well as important learning opportunities across countries and regions. 

Third, EU-level research has particular advantages in being able to develop Europe-wide data collection and to employ the multiple perspectives needed to understand complex issues. Finally, the development of a genuinely European socio-economic knowledge base on these key challenges will make an essential contribution to promoting their shared understanding across the European Union and, most significantly, on the part of the European citizens.

The activities to be supported are listed below and are expected to contribute significantly to improve the formulation, implementation, impacts and assessments of policy in a wide range of areas such as economic, social, education and training, enterprise, international trade, consumer, external relations, justice and home affairs and official statistics policies. In addition, opportunities will be provided to address emerging socio-economic challenges as well as to undertake research on new or unforeseen policy needs.

Activities 

· Growth, employment and competitiveness in a knowledge society: developing and integrating research on the issues affecting these, ranging from innovation, education including life-long learning and the role of knowledge, to national institutional contexts. 
· Combining economic, social and environmental objectives in a European perspective: by addressing the evolution of European socio-economic models and economic and social cohesion in an enlarged EU, taking into account the protection of the environment. 
· Major trends in society and their implications: such as demographic change including ageing and migration; lifestyles, work, and families including gender issues, and quality of life; criminality; the role of business in society; and population diversity, cultural interactions, fundamental rights and racism.  
· Europe in the world: understanding changing interactions and interdependencies between world regions and their implications for the regions concerned, especially Europe; and addressing emerging threats without undermining human rights and freedoms.
· The citizen in the European Union: in the context of the future development of the EU, democratic “ownership” and active participation by the peoples of Europe; effective and democratic governance; and building a shared understanding and respect for Europe’s diversities and commonalities in terms of culture, institutions, history and languages. 
· Socio-economic and scientific indicators: their use in policy, the improvement of existing indicators and the development of new ones for this purpose and for the evaluation of research programmes, including indicators based on official statistics.

· Foresight activities: focusing on major science, technology and related socio-economic issues such as the evolution of research systems, as well as of the future developments in and across major research domains and scientific disciplines.
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Objective 

Generating an in-depth, shared understanding of complex and interrelated socio-economic challenges Europe is confronted with, such as growth, employment and competitiveness, social cohesion, social, cultural and educational challenges in an enlarged EU, sustainability, migration and integration, quality of life and global interdependence, in particular with the view of providing an improved knowledge base for policies in the fields concerned.

Approach

The research priorities address key societal, economic and cultural challenges facing Europe and the world now and in the future. The proposed research agenda constitutes a coherent approach to addressing these challenges. The development of a socio-economic and humanities knowledge base on these key challenges will make a significant contribution to promoting shared understanding across Europe and to the resolution of wider international problems. The research priorities will help improve the formulation, implementation, impact and assessment of policy in virtually all Community policy areas at the European, national, regional and local levels, and a substantial international perspective is included in most of the research 

In addition to socio-economic and socio-cultural research and foresight an emphasis will be placed on humanities research, which will provide different perspectives and make an essential contribution across the theme on, for example, the historical, cultural and philosophical aspects, including relevant language, identity and values questions.

The work could also build upon relevant national research programmes, complementing the research activities below, and taking advantage of the ERA-NET scheme and the possible use of Article 169. For certain issues, use may also be made of social platforms to discuss future research agendas; these would involve the research community and societal stakeholders.

The research will be facilitated by research infrastructures which generate new research data, including through surveys (both quantitative and qualitative), make available existing data for international comparative research, and provide access to source materials and advanced research tools as well as to the results of existing research in many fields. Some of these actions will be carried out through the Infrastructures element of the Capacities programme and others by projects under this theme. The research will rely on access to and the use of official statistics.

Specific dissemination actions targeted at particular groups and the general public will be undertaken, including workshops and conferences for researchers to exchange views with policy-makers and other stakeholders, and the diffusion of results using various media.

Appropriate coordination of socio-economic and humanities research and foresight elements across the Cooperation and other specific programmes will be assured.

Activities

Growth, employment and competitiveness in a knowledge society

This will aim to develop and integrate research on the issues affecting growth, employment and competitiveness in order to provide an improved and integrated understanding of these issues for the continued development of a knowledge society. It will benefit policy and support progress towards achieving these objectives. The research will integrate the following aspects of the question:

· The changing role of knowledge throughout the economy, including the role of different types of knowledge, skills and competences on a global scale, education and lifelong learning, and intangible investment.

· Economic structures, structural change including spatial aspects such as regionalisation and internationalisation, and productivity issues, including the role of the services sector, of finance, demographics, demand and the processes of long-term change. 

· Institutional and policy questions, including macroeconomic policy, labour markets, institutional contexts, and policy coherence and coordination. 

Research will address important new challenges and opportunities from increased globalisation, emerging economies, relocation, and EU enlargement; as well as socio-economic stability, international transfer of technology, various forms of innovation and economic renewal, outsourcing and insourcing, youth and youth policy, social enterpreneurship, and the economic potential of European cultural heritage and the creative sector. Employment questions will include unemployment and underemployment.

Combining economic, social and environmental objectives in a European perspective

This aims to support the societal goal of combining economic, social and environmental objectives and so improve the basis for sustainable development. The research in this activity will address two interrelated issues:
· How European socio-economic models and those outside Europe have fared in combining the objectives, the conditions under which this occurred including the role of dialogue, social partnership, sectoral transformation, institutional change and their ability to confront new challenges.

· Economic cohesion between regions and regional development in an enlarged EU; and social cohesion (including inequalities, social protection and social services, taxation policies, ethnic relations, education and social exclusion, and health) as well as its relation to social problems such as poverty, housing, crime, delinquency and drugs.

In addressing these issues, consideration will be given to:

· the existence of trade-offs or synergies between the economic, social, environmental objectives in the world context;

- 
the interaction between environment
, energy and society;

- 
long-term sustainability;

-  
issues for developing countries;

- 
spatial aspects including urban planning, the role of cities and city-regions;

- 
and cultural issues. 

The question of welfare states as a development resource, and the employment and housing of migrants and their descendants, will also be addressed.

Major trends in society and their implications

The aim is to understand and assess the causes and implications of particular key trends in society that have major consequences for European citizens, their quality of life and for policies, and thus to provide an underpinning for many policy areas. Empirical and theoretical research will address initially three major trends: 

· Demographic change including ageing, fertility and migration. The broad societal and economic implications and issues will be addressed, including societal and economic potential of active ageing and the effects on pension systems.

· Changes in the related aspects of lifestyles, families, work, consumption (including consumer protection aspects), health and quality of life including child, youth and disabilities issues.

· Cultural interactions in an international perspective including traditions from different societies, diversity of populations, differing identities, languages and religious practices, and possible issues in this context including discrimination, racism, xenophobia and intolerance.

Gender issues and changing values will be included. In addition, changes in criminality and crime perception will be examined, as will changes in corporate social responsibility. 

Europe in the world 

–
The aim is to understand changing interactions and interdependencies between world regions including emerging and developing regions and their implications for the regions concerned, especially for Europe, and the related issue of addressing emerging threats and risks in a world context and their connection to human rights, freedoms and well-being. The research will involve two related tracks:

· Flows of trade, finance, investment, migration and their impact; uneven development, poverty and sustainability; economic and political relations, global governance including international institutions. This will explore cultural interactions including media and religions and distinctive non-European approaches.

· Conflicts, their causes and resolution; the relation between security and destabilising factors such as poverty, crime, environmental degradation, resource scarcity, uneven development, financial instability and debt; terrorism, its causes and consequences; security-related policies and perceptions of insecurity and civil-military relations.

In both, Europe’s role in the world, the development of multilateralism and international law, the promotion of democracy and fundamental rights including different notions of these, and Europe as seen from outside, will be addressed.

The citizen in the European Union
In the context of the future development of the EU, the aim is to improve understanding of, first, the issues involved in achieving a sense of democratic “ownership” and active participation by citizens as well as effective and democratic governance at all levels, and, second, Europe’s diversities and commonalities in terms of culture, religion, institutions, law, history, languages and values. The research will address:

· Participation (including youth, minorities and gender aspects), representation, accountability and legitimacy; the European public sphere, media and democracy; various forms of governance in the EU including economic and legal governance and the role of the public and private sectors, policy processes and opportunities to shape policies; the role of civil society; citizenship and rights; and related values of the population.

· European diversities and commonalities, including their historical origins and evolution; differences in institutions (including norms, practices, laws); cultural heritage; various visions and perspectives for European integration including the views of the populations; identities including European identity; approaches to multiple coexisting cultures; the role of language, the arts and religions; attitudes and values.

Socio-economic and scientific indicators

With a view to improving the use of indicators in policy, the aim is to develop a more profound understanding of their use in policy development and implementation and to propose improvements in indicators and methods for their use. The research will address:

· How indicators are used in policy objectives, policy development and implementation, in a variety of fields and from macro to micro levels, the adequacy of existing indicators and their use, techniques to analyse them and proposals for new indicators and sets of indicators. 

· How evidence-based policy might be better supported by indicators and methods for their use; indicators for policy with multiple objectives, for policy coordination and for regulation; support by official statistics for such indicators.

· Use of indicators and related approaches for evaluation of research programmes including impact assessment.

Foresight activities

The aim is to provide national, regional and Community policy-makers and others with foresight knowledge for the early identification of long term challenges and areas of common interest that can help them formulate policy. Four types of activities will be covered:

· Wide socio-economic foresight on a limited number of key challenges and opportunities for the EU, exploring issues such as the future and implications of ageing, migration, globalisation of knowledge, changes in crime and major risks. 

· More focused thematic foresight on the developments in emerging research domains or those cutting across existing domains, as well as on the future of scientific disciplines. 

· Foresight on research systems and policies in Europe and elsewhere and on the future of key actors involved. 

· Mutual learning and co-operation between national and/or regional foresight initiatives; co-operation between EU, third country and international foresight initiatives.

International cooperation

Given the strong international dimension of the research, international cooperation will be developed in all areas of the theme. Specific international cooperation actions will be undertaken on a number of selected subjects on a multilateral and bilateral basis identified on the basis of the needs of the partner countries as well as those of Europe.

Emerging needs and unforeseen policy needs
Research on emerging needs will offer a space for researchers to identify and address research challenges not specified above. It will encourage innovative thinking about challenges facing Europe not being widely discussed up to now or other relevant combinations of issues, perspectives and disciplines. Research to respond to unforeseen policy needs will also be undertaken, in close consultation with those involved in policy.

� 	Global environment change will be mainly dealt in the Theme Environment.





