[image: image1.jpg]SEVENTH FRAMEWORK
PROGRAMME




VĚDA VE SPOLEČNOSTI

Cíl
Za účelem vybudování efektivní a demokratické evropské znalostní společnosti je cílem podněcovat harmonickou integraci vědeckého a technického úsilí a přidružených výzkumných politik v evropské sociální síti povzbuzováním úvah a diskusí, v evropském měřítku, o vědě a technice a o jejich vztahu ke společnosti a kultuře. 
Odůvodnění
Vliv vědy a techniky na náš každodenní život se stále zvyšuje. Produkty sociální činnosti a produkty utvářené sociálními nebo kulturními činiteli, vědou a technikou však zůstávají oblastí velmi vzdálenou od každodenních starostí velké části veřejnosti a řídících pracovníků v oblasti politiky a jsou i nadále předmětem nedorozumění a neopodstatněných nadějí a obav. Sporné otázky související se vznikajícími technologiemi by měla řešit společnost na základě diskuse založené na dostatečných informacích vedoucí k správným volbám a rozhodnutím. 

Činnosti
Podstatná a integrovaná iniciativa v této oblasti bude zahrnovat podporu pro:

· posílení a zdokonalení systému evropské vědy, včetně: otázek vědeckého poradenství a odborných znalostí; budoucnosti vědeckých publikací; ochranných opatření pro vědecké oblasti, v nichž je možné zneužití, a podvodů, důvěry a „samoregulace“; 

· širší zapojení výzkumných pracovníků a široké veřejnosti, včetně organizované občanské společnosti, co se týče otázek souvisejících s vědou, v zájmu předvídání a objasnění politických a společenských otázek, včetně etických otázek;

· úvahy a diskuse o vědě a technice a jejich místě ve společnosti, čerpající z historie, sociologie a filosofie vědy a techniky;

· výzkum rovnosti žen a mužů, včetně integrace problematiky rovnosti žen a mužů do všech oblastí výzkumu a role žen ve výzkumu;

· vytváření prostředí, které u mladých lidí vyvolává zájem o vědu, posilováním vědeckého vzdělávání na všech úrovních, včetně škol, a zvyšování zájmu o vědu a účast ve vědecké činnosti u mladých lidí;

· vyvíjení politiky týkající se role vysokých škol a jejich účasti v reformách, jež jsou nutné, aby bylo možno čelit výzvám globalizace;

· zlepšenou komunikaci mezi vědeckých světem a širším publikem tvůrců politiky, médií a široké veřejnosti, napomáháním vědcům k lepšímu sdělování informací o své práci a podporováním vědeckých informací a médií.

Tyto činnosti budou mít zejména podobu výzkumných projektů, studií, vytváření sítí a vzájemných výměn, veřejných událostí a iniciativ, cen, průzkumů a shromažďování údajů. V mnoha případech budou zahrnovat mezinárodní partnerství s organizacemi ze třetích zemí.

5. SCIENCE IN SOCIETY

Objective

With a view to building an effective and democratic European Knowledge society, the

aim is to stimulate the harmonious integration of scientific and technological endeavour

and associated research policies in the European social web.

Approach

“Science in society” represents a significant expansion and extension of the pilot work undertaken in the Sixth Framework Programme, commensurate with the raised ambition of the European research policy.

The development of European societies largely depends on their capacity to create, exploit and disseminate knowledge and, from there, to continuously innovate. Scientific research plays a major role in this regard, and should continue being one of the driving forces in promoting growth, welfare and sustainable development.

To achieve this aim, it is imperative that a social and cultural environment conducive to successful and exploitable research is created. This means that legitimate societal concerns and needs are taken on board, entailing an enhanced democratic debate with a more engaged and informed public, and better conditions for collective choices on scientific issues. It should also establish a climate favourable to scientific vocations, a new surge of research investments and the subsequent dissemination of knowledge upon which the Lisbon strategy is built. This section of the Capacities programme will then focus on the development of a set of conditions by which such a conducive environment becomes the norm rather than the exception in Europe.

The risk of a scientific divide within our societies needs to be addressed in the first place. It separates those who do not have access to relevant knowledge from the few who do; those who do not have the capacity to influence policy-making in research from those who do have this capacity. This leads to the ambiguous feelings expressed by citizens regarding the potential benefits from science and technology, and their effective subordination to public scrutiny. On the one hand, they readily invite more research to address the outstanding problems of the present time (diseases, pollution, epidemics, unemployment, etc) and to better anticipate their possible impacts in the future. On the other hand, they cannot help showing distrust for certain uses of science and possible interferences of vested interests in decisionmaking processes.

Among the causes for an often less than satisfactory integration of science in society are the following:
· insufficient public participation in priority-setting and in establishing science policy directions, which would allow a wider debate on possible associated risks and consequences,

· growing reservations with regard to certain scientific developments, the feeling of lack of control, and open questions concerning the respect of fundamental values,

· the perceived isolation of the world of science from the everyday realities of economic and

social life,

· questioning the objectivity of scientific evidence made available to public policy-making.

The chosen approach aims to:

– render more inclusive and transparent the mechanisms for access to, and validation of the expertise necessary to underpin more robust policies,

– set landmarks for an ethically sound research endeavour in the light of fundamental rights,

– allow Europe to play a more active role on the world stage, in the debate and promotion of shared values, equal opportunities and societal dialogue,

– bridge the gap between those who have a scientific education and those who do not, promote a taste for scientific culture in the direct neighbourhood of all citizens (calling upon cities, regions, foundations, science centres, etc.),

– encourage a societal dialogue on research policy, and stimulate civil society organisations to become more involved in research activities,

– provide an image of science and researchers which is meaningful to all, especially to young people,

– help women to continue to progress in scientific careers and better use their scientific talents for the benefit of all,

– renew science communication, favouring modern means to achieve higher impact, helping scientists to work closely with media professionals.

‘Science in Society’ will be implemented through:

· Policy-related actions and research supported directly from this theme;

· Cooperation between Member States, identifying common goals, and reinforcing national practices, in the spirit of the open method of co-ordination;

· Promoting, supporting and monitoring the uptake and impact of ‘Science in Society’ issues in other parts of the Framework Programme
. The overall coordination of issues related to cience in Society both across the Framework Programme and within other relevant Community activities (e.g. relating to education and culture) will be ensured by this theme.

Three action lines will be pursued.

First action line: A more dynamic governance of the science and society relationship

· Strengthening and improving the European science system

There is such an expectation placed upon the European science system to sustain our innovation potential that society must gain a deeper insight into its constituents, its own economy, its regulations and its habits. Three aspects of broad significance, focusing on the actors and dynamics of the European Research Area, will be tackled.

– improving the use, and monitoring the impact, of scientific advice and expertise for policymaking in Europe, and developing practical tools and schemes (e.g. electronic networks)

– promoting trust and self-regulation in the scientific community

– encouraging the debate on information dissemination, including access to scientific results and the future of scientific publications.

· Broader engagement to anticipate and clarify political, societal and ethical issues

Society’s aspirations and concerns, and fundamental ethical principles, need to be better integrated throughout the research process, creating a more secure and constructive environment for researchers and for society as a whole. Two aspects come into play:

– Broader engagement on science-related questions

– Conditions for an informed debate on ethics and science

· Better understanding of the place of science and technology in society

In order to address the relationship between science and society through sound policies, the knowledge accumulated in the history, sociology and philosophy of sciences needs to be expanded, consolidated and spread at European level. To this end, scholars from these disciplines should form networks to structure research and debates capable of revealing the real participation of science in building a European society and identity, stressing in particular:

– Relationships between science, democracy and law

– Research on ethics in science and technology

– The reciprocal influence of science and culture

– The role and the image of scientists

· The evolving role of universities

Work will aim at supporting the appropriate reforms enabling universities to fully play their role in the creation, dissemination and sharing of knowledge, together with industry and society at large (in line with Community initiatives on university-based research). The emphasis will be on:

– Defining better framework conditions for more efficient university research

– Promoting the establishment of structured partnerships with the business sector, having

regard to universities’ research management capacities

– Reinforcing the knowledge sharing between universities and society at large

Second action line: Strengthening potential, broadening horizons

· Gender and research

Based on policy orientations contained in the Commission staff working paper and Council conclusions
 and other relevant EU policy orientations, a framework for positive actions will be implemented to reinforce the role of women in scientific research, and to enhance the gender dimension of research. This framework will provide the context for policy debate, monitoring, co-ordination and underpinning research. It will comprise:

– Strengthening the role of women in scientific research

– Gender dimension of research

– Mainstreaming gender in EU research policy and programmes

· Young people and science

Activities will be designed to attract more people into scientific careers, foster links across generations, and raise the level of scientific literacy generally. European exchanges and cooperation will concentrate on science teaching methods adapted to young audiences, the support to science teachers (concepts, materials), developing the linkages between schools and professional life. In addition, events with a broad European scope may be supported which bring together distinguished scientists – as “role models” – and aspiring young scientists. Underpinning research will be addressed, taking into account social contexts and cultural values. Three aspects have been retained:

– Supporting formal and informal science education in schools

– Reinforcing links between science education and science careers

– Research and coordination actions on new methods in science education

Third action line: Science and society communicate

Activities will promote effective two-way communication channels that enable the public to

engage with science, and scientists to engage with the public. The approach will favour closer

cooperation and exchange of best practice between scientists and media professionals, but

also a greater involvement of target groups, namely young people, researchers going to the

public, and the specialised press. The effort will focus on:

– Provision of reliable and timely information to the scientific press, including support to the development of a European scientific press resource facility

– Training actions to bridge the gap between the media and the scientific community

– Encouraging a European dimension at science events targeting the public

– Promotion of science by audio-visual means via European co-productions and the circulation of science programmes

– Promotion of excellent trans-national research and science communication by the means of popular Prizes

– Research aimed at enhancing science communication in its methods and its products.
� Include the running of the ethical review procedures for proposals addressing sensitive issues under the


‘Cooperation’ specific programme.


� ‘Women and science: excellence and innovation- gender equality in science’ - SEC(2005) 370; Council


conclusions of 18 April 2005.





